Tonsillar carcinoma in the contralateral tonsil.
We report a series of patients treated for carcinoma of the tonsil who either presented with bilateral carcinomas or later developed a second primary carcinoma of the contralateral tonsil. This report raises awareness of this occurrence. Case series. Four cases have been identified of either concomitant or subsequent carcinoma of the contralateral tonsil inpatients treated for tonsillar carcinoma from the practices of 3 head and neck surgeons in a single demographic area over a 35 year span. Four patients were identified who were treated for tonsillar carcinoma with concomitant or subsequent carcinoma of the contralateral tonsil: One patient with bilateral metastatic carcinoma in cervical lymph nodes was found to have bilateral occult tonsillar primaries.Three patients who were treated for tonsillar primary carcinomas subsequently developed carcinoma of the contralateral tonsil. A small population of patients with unilateral tonsil carcinoma will developed a second in the contralateral tonsil. This raises the question of whether removal of the contralateral tonsil at the time of initial treatment might have spared the morbidity/mortality of the subsequent contralateral tonsil cancer.